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Students for Patient Advocacy Nationwide

The Honorable Chairman Matt Gress, Chair,

Arizona House Education Committee

Arizona General Assembly

Arizona State Capitol Complex 1700 W Washington St Phoenix, AZ 85007

Proposal Letter: Requiring Automated External Defibrillators in all Arizona K—12 Schools
Dear Chairman Gress and Members of the Arizona House Education Committee,

I am writing on behalf of Students for Patient Advocacy Nationwide (SPAN) to urge your
leadership in advancing legislation that would mandate the placement and maintenance of
Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) on all K—12 school grounds in the state of Arizona.

Sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) remains one of the leading causes of death nationwide, and survival
depends overwhelmingly on immediate access to defibrillation. The American Heart Association
reports that for each minute defibrillation is delayed, the likelihood of survival decreases by
approximately 10 percent [1]. In school environments, where an estimated 63.6 million people
(about 20% of U.S. children and adults) gather daily [2], delays in emergency response can
quickly become fatal.

Current Arizona law requires AEDs only in public high schools (grades 9-12) that sponsor
interscholastic athletic programs, leaving the vast majority of K—12 campuses outside any
mandate. Elementary schools, middle schools, non-athletic campuses, and many charter or
alternative programs are not covered. While some schools have voluntarily acquired AEDs,
voluntary adoption has proven uneven, unenforceable, and dependent on local resources rather
than student need. As a result, access to lifesaving defibrillation varies widely by district funding
levels, geography, and administrative priorities. This patchwork approach leaves thousands of
students, educators, and visitors dependent on chance rather than policy during a SCA.
Legislation is necessary not because AEDs are unproven, but because without a statewide
requirement, access remains inconsistent and inequitable across Arizona’s K—12 system.

The lifesaving impact of AED access in schools is well documented. A large prospective study
of 2,149 U.S. high schools participating in the National Registry for AED Use in Sports found
that 85% of students who experienced sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) on school campuses
survived to hospital discharge [3]. These outcomes stand in stark contrast to the Resuscitation
Outcomes Consortium’s estimate which found that in children, the survival rate of SCA was
6.7% to 10.2% [4]. The difference is not awareness; it is access.


https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class/resources/articles/cpr-facts-and-statistics
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S073510971730387X
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24124037/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27565862/

Legislation ensures that AEDs are not just available, but effectively used. In states like
Massachusetts, Ohio, and California, requiring AEDs in schools has led to measurable
improvements: schools now maintain clear emergency action plans, staff receive regular CPR
and AED training, and devices are routinely checked and replaced. These mandates have
shortened response times during cardiac emergencies and helped standardize safety practices
across districts. When relying on voluntary guidance, such protections remain inconsistent, and
critical minutes in an emergency can be lost.

Mandating AEDs on all K-12 school grounds would save lives, establish uniform safety
standards across districts, and ensure emergency preparedness does not depend on a school’s zip
code. Importantly, legislation also provides a framework for sustainable implementation:
addressing training, signage, maintenance, and funding mechanisms in a coordinated and fiscally
responsible manner. SPAN stands ready to support lawmakers in crafting legislation that includes
clear implementation guidance to minimize burdens on school districts while prioritizing safety.

Crucially, 1 in 25 schools can expect a SCA event each year [5], and thus, every school day
without this protection is a missed opportunity to prevent an unnecessary tragedy. We
respectfully ask that you champion legislation requiring AEDs on all K—-12 school grounds in
Arizona and help ensure that no family or educator suffers a loss that could have been avoided.

Thank you for your time and your commitment to protecting the health and safety of Arizona
communities. We would welcome the opportunity to provide additional data or discuss this issue
further.

Sincerely,
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Vishank Panchbhavi, Executive Director Ben Kuriz&n, Executive Director
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Shayan Saqh}-‘ﬁxecu irector Joel ﬁan, Executive Director

Students for Patient Advocacy Nationwide (SPAN)


https://www.acc.org/latest-in-cardiology/ten-points-to-remember/2017/03/27/15/34/state-requirements-for-automated-external-defibrillators
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