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March 11, 2026
The Honorable Ed Charbonneau, Chair
Indiana Senate Committee on Health and Provider Services

200 West Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2785

Position Letter: S.B. 60 — Enhancing Healthcare Market Oversight and Pharmaceutical
Access

Dear Chairman Charbonneau and members of the Senate Committee on Health and Provider
Services.

Students For Patient Advocacy Nationwide (SPAN) is writing to express our strong support for
S.B. 60. SPAN firmly supports Indiana's SB 60, which expands patient access to care by
reducing regulatory barriers to APRN practice, effectively leveraging the full extent of APRN
training to meet the growing healthcare demands.

Currently, Indiana requires APRNs to maintain formal collaborative agreements with physicians
to practice and prescribe. While intended as a safeguard, these requirements often function as
administrative hurdles that do not improve clinical outcomes but do increase overhead costs and
limit where APRNs can practice. S.B. 60 addresses these barriers effectively by:

e FElimination Physician Collaboration Requirements: Allowing APRNSs to practice the
full extent of their education and certification

® Repealing Burdensome Audits: Removing outdated statutory mandates that create
administrative delays without adding patient value.

e Updating Prescriptive Authority: Streamlining the process for APRNs to provide
necessary medication to their patients.

Proven Success in Other States

Indiana would not be alone in this shift. Currently, over 25 states and the District of Columbia
have already adopted Full Practice Authority (FPA) models.

e Improved Access: States with FPA consistently see a higher density of APRNSs in rural
and underserved areas compared to states with restrictive “collaborative” requirements.

o Cost Reduction: Research indicates that FPA can lead to lower costs for primary care
services and a reduction in emergency room visits for non-emergency conditions.



® Quality of Care: Numerous studies, including those by the National Academy of
Medicine, show that the quality of care provided by APRNs is comparable to that of
physicians in primary care settings.

By passing S.B. 60, Indiana has the opportunity to lead in healthcare innovation. This bill is a
common-sense solution to the primary care shortage, particularly in Indiana’s rural counties. It
empowers highly trained professionals to care for patients to the best of their efforts.

SPAN carries full support for the Committee to advance S.B. 60 to ensure that every one of
them, regardless of their zip code, has access to high-quality, timely, and affordable healthcare.

Sincerely,

Saikin/Chohebaty

Kaulini Chakraborty

kaulini.chakraborty@spanationwide.org

Policy Analyst & Content Writer, SPAN
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